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JEAN HILL
Synopsis

Let the Revolution begin.
Divide in Concord is a feature-length documentary that follows the entertaining tale of the
battle of banning bottled water in small town America.
The year was 1775 in Concord, Massachusetts when colonists fired the infamous ‘shot heard
round the world’ that began the American Revolution. One hundred years later, the work of
local resident Henry David Thoreau began the environmental movement. And now, the spirit of
revolution has returned to town.
Jean Hill, a fiery 84-year-old widow and mother of four, wants to ban the sale of bottled water
from Concord. Her path begins when her grandson tells her about the disastrous environmental
effects of the empty plastic bottles.
Jean presents a bylaw to ban the sale of single-serve plastic bottles at the 2010 and 2011 Town
Meetings. After losing by seven votes in 2011, she vows to continue the crusade with neighbor
and Harvard Law Grad, Jill Appel. If enacted, the law would be the first of its kind in the world.
But all are not in agreement with the ban. Merchants are wary of the bylaw. Philanthropist,
mother, model and celebrity publicist Adriana Cohen takes the fight to the spotlight, calling
the ban an attack on freedom. With billions of dollars at stake, The International Bottled Water
Association sends in the cavalry.
The town is abuzz as Patriot’s Day celebrations begin. War re-enactors take the field, cannons
fire at dawn, and the parades commence. April’s Town Meeting provides the stage for Concord’s
latest battle.
From the town that began America and Environmentalism, springs a new Revolution.
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www.divideinconcord.com

DIRECTOR’s STATEMENT
By Kris Kaczor

I was reading “Walden,” by Thoreau when I first heard of
Jean. When I realized the two were connected, the coincidence
became a new obsession. Fearing Jean’s efforts would be lost
to history, I called her and asked if she’d be interested in a
video short. She proposed that I shoot a feature documentary
and I agreed.
The entire documentary was self-funded. It was tough; our van
was broken into and died the day of Town Meeting, our hotel
almost burnt down and we had two eerie ghost experiences at
the Colonial Inn. But we battled on and feel that we honored
the story and the town.
Concord is the home of the American Revolution as well as
significant literary and environmental movements. Residents
are expected to know about Thoreau. A favorite quote became
“Heaven is under your feet as well as over your head.” The
film is a tribute to Concord. We do not take sides on the ban.
Both sides have compelling arguments.
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CREW BIOS
Kris Kaczor, Director

Kris Kaczor is the founder of 750 Productions, a
Brooklyn-based film making collective. After studying
film and cinematography at The Motion Picture Institute
of Michigan in 2001, he directed two 16mm film shorts
that received national and international recognition.
Since moving to Brooklyn in 2004 Kaczor has directed
and edited feature docs, national spots, music videos
and fringe video art. Receiving acclaim for his work,
Kaczor maintains that true wonder lies in the reality
that is our lives.

Jaedra Luke: Producer

Jaedra Luke has been producing documentary-style
television for 11 years, working for networks such
as A&E, ABC, Animal Planet, and NBC. She studied
Journalism at the University of Oregon and then
launched into television production at MTV. There she
spent over 4 years on the series ‘Making the Video.’ She’s
produced big-budget competition shows to guerilla-style
reality programs, overseeing all phases of production
and post. She has most currently produced for A&E’s
‘Duck Dynasty.’

David Regos: Producer

David Regos has been working on documentaries for
the last sixteen years. As a teenager he made his first
short film about a devastating freakish hailstorm that
hit Sydney, Australia in 1998. After graduating from
Berkeley, California he directed and produced a featurelength documentary about the quirky world of artistic
roller-skating. The film screened in New York, San
Francisco, Sydney, and Melbourne. He is also currently
producing a documentary about magicians active during
World War II. David currently resides between Sydney
and NY.

Steve Nemsick: Editor

Steve Nemsick has edited everything under the sun the
past 15 years, including dozens of tv shows and award
winning documentaries. Nemsick is also an award
winning filmmaker, having filmed on five continents.
What does all this mean? Simply, Nemsick lives what
he does, creating and telling stories in a compelling
manner that accentuates the narrative.

Matthew Prinzing: Editor

Matthew Prinzing started his career working with
Albert Maysles creating a string of projects over 8 years
for film and television including the IFC series ‘With the
Filmmaker: Portraits by Albert Maysles’, John Zorn’s
‘Masda Live at Tonic: 1999, It’s an Adventure’, with
Wes Anderson and Bill Murray, and ‘The Gates’ with
artists Christo and Jean-Claude (Tribeca Film Festival
and HBO). He also edited for Sundance Channel’s
‘Iconoclasts’, ‘Pretty Old’ winner of the Santa Barbara
Film Fest and most recently ‘Don’t Think I’ve Forgotten’
(Cambodia’s Lost Rock & Roll).

THE CAST

JEAN HILL / Concord Resident

ADRIANA COHEN / Concord Resident

JILL APPEL / Concord Resident

Eric VAN LOON / Town Moderator

“I’m no prophet. I’m the right person
and this is the right time.”

“This is a perfect way to respond at
a community level to the power of
corporations.”

TOM BLANDING / Thoreau Scholar

“Sometimes we think of Thoreau as
being very radical in his thought, but he’s
calling for a balance between civilization
and nature. So if he seems extreme in his
position, its because we’ve become
so extreme in ours.”

“It’s time to stop villainizing bottled
water.”

“The moderator’s job is to be the
quarterback for Town Meeting.”

JIM CROSBY / Local Merchant

“Being in the business for 50 years, I
assure you this could cause some serious
damage to the local businesses in Concord.”
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